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Billson Street (PMB 101) Wonthaggi, 3995
Phone: (03) 5672 1600
Principal: Ms Wendy Truett

Our School Core Values:

RESPECT

Email: wonthaggi.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website: www.wordpress.wonthaggips.vic.edu.au

SELF AWARENESS

CREATIVE THINKING

Number 03

GROWTH

21st March 2022

From the Principal
It was great to welcome our Grade 5 students back after their 4-day camp at Wilson’s
Prom. While tired, they spoke of new adventures and their successes. Camps don’t
just happen. They require significant organisation and commitment from our staff.
Many thanks to Will Rankin, Alanna Besley, Shelley Rose, Fleur Lacey, Kelsey
Thompson, Amanda De Marchi, Ellie Newton, Xavier Hughes, and Sophia Hughes.
As the impacts of COVID and the operational guidelines that we are
directed to work under continue, we are seeing ongoing staffing
shortages. While we are doing our very best to maintain grades in their
normal classrooms, we are finding it increasingly difficult to find relief
teaching staff. This has meant, that on occasion, we have needed to split
grades and place students in with other classes of their same year level.
While this is not our preferred option, it does mean that students continue
their learning with same age classes and similar routines. Where we
anticipate that a possible grade split might be challenging for a child, we
make every effort (when time allows) to discuss this with the family, so that
we can best support our students.
Thank you all for your ongoing support around valuing the many roles of
staff prior to 8.50am and after 3.30pm. Most of our staff arrive long
before 8.00am and don’t leave until after (sometimes well after) 5pm.
There are aspects to what goes into preparing for a day of student
learning, and while some of these might be predictable, like organising
learning spaces and materials, others are less known. Teachers spend time
sharing and discussing:

•
•
•
•

learning success and key teaching strategies
planning and reviewing student learning samples with teaching
partners
welfare and wellbeing support for individual students and families
reorganising learning spaces to better support individual and group learning dynamics

The day of all staff at school is very busy, with supporting students, supervising with yard duties, and finding time to eat, so
those uninterrupted times before and after school are vitally important. Appointments to see your child’s teacher are
easy to book via the school office and ensure that you will have your child’s teachers undivided attention.
The warmer weather during term 1 has seen a longer water safety season for our students. While we
are now in the final week of the official water safety program, our school wide timetable will see
students still having the opportunity to swim, dependant on the weather. This could see students
having a water safety session no more than once per week. Classroom teachers will communicate
with students what day that will be.

Do you know families that are interested in finding out more about our school? In Term 2 and 3 we
will be holding our group School Tours. We will be promoting dates later this week and will be asking
attending families to ensure that they are ready to show their vaccination status. Non vaccinated
attendees are welcome, but they will be unable to enter classrooms.
Missing clothing and hats? Don’t forget that labelled clothing has a much better chance of being
returned to students. Unnamed items are sent to the lost property tubs.

Warm regards,

Wendy Truett
Principal

WE ARE CURRENTLY TAKING
ENROLMENTS FOR 2023

Visit via our Virtual Tour at
http://www.wordpress.wonthaggips.vic.edu.au/
Under the Enrolment Link
Contact the Office on 5672 1600
for more information

**** PLEASE READ CAREFULLY ****
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
MARCH

APRIL

Friday 25th
•
Grade 6 - Farm World Excursion - $20 due 21/3/22.

Friday 8th
•
End of Term 1—School dismissal at 2:30pm.

SCHOOL COUNCIL AND
SUB-COMMITTEE MEETINGS MARCH
School Council AGM
Tuesday 29th March—6:00pm
School Council Meeting
Tuesday 29th March - 6:30pm.
(or via WebEx per restrictions)

BREAKFAST CLUB EVERY
FRIDAY IN THE SLC AT 8:15am.

Hat are still to be
worn until the
end of Term 1.

Monday 25th
•
Anzac Day Public Holiday.
Tuesday 26th
•
Student Free Day—No Students Attend.
YMCA Offering onsite care for Student Free Day.
See Page 7 for more information.
Wednesday 27th
•
First Day of Term 2.
•
Foundation Students now attend on Wednesdays.

MAY
Wednesday 11th
•
School Photos.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Term 1 Week 5—7
Grade:

Students:

Awarded for:

Foundation A

Matilda C

Being a kind and helpful class member.

Foundation B

Shae G

Building her independence and resilience when faced with challenge.

Ryder W

Always having a go at work even if it is a bit tricky.

Edith H

Always showing whole body listening and respect while others are sharing their thoughts.

Daisy I

Always being a positive role model to others.

Betty B

Always demonstrating respectful listening in the classroom.

Alexis A

Her effort with being an independent writer this week. Well done!

Jemima B

Always showing respect while others are sharing their thinking.

Sunny R

Always respecting his peers while they share their thinking.

Matilda P

Being a great role model of how to be respectful in the classroom.

Will H

Being a great leader at school, making excellent choices around his classmates.

Eli W

Respecting others personal space.

Eleanor L

Always helping her classmates without expecting to be thanked.

Kyra J

Showing respect and kindness in the classroom.

Harry B

Working hard towards his learning goals.

Lucy C

Showing growth in being respectful during learning times.

Harry B

Always being a positive role model to others.

Makayla D

The amazing sizzling start she wrote independently!

Owen C

For his hard work writing the 'Donkey, Donkey, Donkey' series of stories.

Flynn R

Always showing respect within the classroom. For his learning and that of others.

Foundation C
1A
1B

1C
2A
2B
2C
3A
3B

Lilah K

Always showing respect to her peers and being a great leader within the classroom.

3C

Imogen B

Always demonstrating respectful listening in the classroom.

4A

Sophia B

Always showing respect to others and for setting a good example to her peers.

Luka G

Respectfully listening and cooperating with others. Thank you for sharing your thoughtful
insights.

Jadon B.

Demonstrating respect by being an attentive listener and using his learning time effectively.

4B

Shayla W

For being respectful of her learning time and always showing respect for teachers and students.

4C

Kaden B

Continually showing respect in class and at play time, especially regarding listening to others
and sharing his ideas.

5B

Jasper S

Always being respectful of learning time, his learning and others, helping others to finish tasks
and being kind to everyone.
Always being respectful during learning and sharing time, being an upstander and ensuring his
peers are respecting themselves and others.

Matthew A
5C

Euan H

Respecting everyone’s right to learn and focusing on doing his best.

6A

Jonte K

Her insightful and meaningful contributions during class discussions.
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING—COVID AND SYMPTOMS
If your child is unwell, or showing ANY symptom of covid (sore throat, cough,
runny nose, shortness of breath, chills or sweats or fever), you must keep them at
home. It is also recommended to do a RAT or PCR Test. If your child tests
positive to covid or is a close contact to someone with covid and has to isolate,
you must contact the office on 5672 1600. You will also be required to contact
The Department of Health on the Coronavirus Hotline 1800 675 398 or complete
the form online at https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
Returning your child to school before they are completely well can set them back and cause them to have
more time off from school. That one extra day could really help. This also helps to prevent the spread of
Illness within the school community. To mark your child absent simply log on to compass, or call the office.
If you do not have compass, please contact the office for your unique login details.

Please Note: If your child shows any symptoms of covid at school a call will be made to organise
for your child to be collected from school and remain at home until they are symptom free.
Thank you for your attention and understanding.

TO ASSIST US IN MAINTAINING A COVID SAFE SCHOOL:
We ask that parents remain outside the brick and wooden quadrangles and Senior Building unless you have
made an appointment by calling the school office on 56721600.
When entering the brick quadrangle for an appointment, we ask that you please wear a mask and show
proof of vaccination at the office.
Most matters can be handled over the phone. For example;

If you need to speak to your child’s teacher, call the office and we can organise the teacher to
contact you.

If your child is late, you can simply call the office and let us know that you are sending your child in to
the office to collect a late pass, we can mark them late for you.

If you need to collect your child early, come to the front gate, call the office and we can bring them
out to you.

If you need to pay for contributions or wish to buy a bag or hat for your child, we take credit card
payment over the phone and can then organise a hat to be given to your child.

If your matter can be handled over the phone this is preferable to avoid too much traffic through areas
where students are present. If you find you need to visit the office please be mindful that there are only 2
people allowed in the office at a time. If the office is busy simply wait outside in the foyer until you can
enter. At this current time a mask and proof of vaccination are required by anyone entering a building or
internal area at the school. Thank You.

Have you paid the 2022 Parent
Payments for your child?
The voluntary charges set by School
Council help the school cover the
extra costs that are not covered by
Government funding. Every little bit
helps towards Wonthaggi Primary
providing important curriculum items,
welfare, and technology to our
students.
The suggested amount is $280/student
and can be paid in one lump sum, or
in smaller payments.
If you would like to discuss a way of
payment that suits your family’s
situation, please contact our Business
Manager, Georgie Kibble on 5672
1600
Not sure if you’ve paid them yet?
Email or call Georgie and she will
check for you.

COMPASS
The Compass Parent Portal is an integrated, online portal that
allows you to access up-to-date information about our school
and your child’s progress. Compass includes many different
features, including the ability to:
– Monitor your child’s attendance, and enter an explanation for
your child being absent or late.
– Update your family contact information
– View your child’s timetable and the school calendar
– Monitor your child’s homework and assessment tasks
– Download and view your child’s semester and progress reports
– Book Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences, when available.
- (Please note that at this point we do not have the finance
module for payments via Compass.)
If you do not have a Compass login yet, need help with using
Compass, simply contact the office and we can assist you. If
you already have compass you can familiarise yourself with how
Compass can benefit you by downloading the Parent Guide
using the following link:
http://www.wordpress.wonthaggips.vic.edu.au/wp-content/
uploads/2021/07/AParentGuideToCompass_compressed.pdf.
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WEBSITE: http://childrensprograms.ymca.org.au/beforeafter-school-programs/wonthaggi-primary
Email: wonthaggiOSHC@ymca.org.au
Telephone: 0499 799 346
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Got a bit of time next month?

Time to give blood and change lives?
1 in 3 people in Wonthaggi will need blood, and they need people like you to
give it. We’re rolling into town from 5 April to 15 April. Don’t forget to pre-book
your spot at lifeblood.com.au, on our app or on 13 14 95.

12

COMMUNITY NEWS

WONTHAGGI TABLE TENNIS
JUNIORS
Aged 9-16 years has commenced
on Thursday Nights from
6:00pm to 7:30pm
At the Centre, Wonthaggi Recreational Reserve
•
Coaching available
•
Bats supplied
•
Former and New Players
•
All Welcome!
Contact:
Secretary: P. Denier
2 Daryl Avenue, Wonthaggi 3995
Phone: 5672 3421 Mobile: 0407 502 441

