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Wonthaggi Primary News
Billson Street (PMB 101) Wonthaggi, 3995
Phone: (03) 5672 1600
Principal: Ms Wendy Truett

Our School Core Values:
Number 02

RESPECT

Email: wonthaggi.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website: www.wordpress.wonthaggips.vic.edu.au

SELF AWARENESS

CREATIVE THINKING

GROWTH

28th February 2022

From the Principal
Thank you, families, for being part of our first round of Parent, Student, Teacher Conferences last week. These
conversations support your child as they embark on a new year, often with a new teacher and friends. Our next round of
conferences will be held towards the end of term 2 and will be part of the mid-year, student reporting
process.

We are thrilled to have Fiona McNeil working onsite with us 4 days per week (not Wednesdays). Fiona
works for Anglicare and more specifically the TRAK Forward program that offers therapeutic support for
parents and children who are working through the effects of family violence. Family violence can take
many forms and includes abuse of physical, sexual, and or emotional nature and, any threatening,
coercive or controlling behaviours.
Referrals can be made directly to Fiona at one of the school entrances, or through myself or Tom. Please
say hello and extend a warm welcome to Fiona.
Our revised morning routines have not only ensured that we are following COVID safe protocols but have had the
added benefit of a much calmer student entry and exit from buildings. As our school grows, we have found that
supporting students to move safely and orderly when entering and exiting to be very important. Our current
arrangements have made our outdoor learning spaces and internal quadrangles much quieter and have supported
students who find entering buildings challenging, to have a more relaxed start to their day.
Our Student Free Day on 31st January supported our ongoing work in developing a whole school instructional approach.
This work is designed to increase the consistencies between our classrooms and predictability for our students. We are
now in the process of trialling our draft instructional model and are working towards refining it. To support this work, our
next student free day will be held on Tuesday 26th April. On this day we will be reviewing the staff feedback from our trial
and looking at how the model works in each grade level.
In our world of ever updating technology, it can be very challenging to parent our children through the maze of social
media and messaging apps. So, what can we do?

•

•
•
•
•

Talk with your child about the communications that they are engaging with. Even as
adults, it can be very difficult to understand what our friends mean when they respond
to our messages, i.e.: are they happy, angry, annoyed? We all know of a situation
where we responded too quickly to a message and completely misread the situation.
Ensure that the apps your child is using are age appropriate. Is your child safe?
Ensure that your child is 13+ years old before being given access to social media accounts. An extra year or two
of maturity is very beneficial when dealing with the inevitable friend issues.
Ensure that you have access to what your child is doing and who they are communicating with. What are they
sharing and with whom?
Establish boundaries and expectations. What does your child have access to and how long are they permitted
per day?

At school, our role is not to oversee students use of social media and messaging outside of school. But we certainly need
to ensure that our students feel safe at school. An online disagreement in the evening, can very quickly spill into the
classroom and playground.
While we live in Victoria and understand that the weather is at best, unpredictable, please remember that
the expectation for sun safe hats remains until the end of April. Our friendly office staff have plenty of hats
for sale if you are in need.
We are currently seeking nominations for interested parents for our school council. If you are interested in knowing more,
please catch up with myself or Tom, or collect a nomination form from the office. Nominations close on Friday 12th March
at 4pm.

Warm regards,

Wendy Truett
Principal
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
APRIL

MARCH

Friday 8th
•
End of Term 1—School dismissal at 2:30pm.

Monday 14th
•
Labour Day Public Holiday.
Tuesday 15th — Friday 18th
•
Grade 5 Prom Camp– More information to follow.
SCHOOL COUNCIL AND
SUB-COMMITTEE MEETINGS MARCH
Finance
Wednesday 16th March - 4:00pm.
Buildings and Grounds
Wednesday 16th March - 4:30pm.
Policy
Thursday 17th March - 4:00pm.
School Council AGM
Tuesday 29th March—6:00pm
School Council Meeting
Tuesday 29th March - 6:30pm.
(or via WebEx per restrictions)

Monday 25th
•
Anzac Day Public Holiday.
Tuesday 26th
•
Student Free Day—No Students Attend.
Wednesday 27th
•
First Day of Term 2.
•
Foundation Students now attend on
days.

Wednes-

MAY
Wednesday 11th
•
School Photos.

BREAKFAST CLUB EVERY
FRIDAY IN THE SLC AT 8:15am.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Term 1 Week 3-4
Grade:

Students:

Foundation A Frankie H.
2C

Tate G.

Awarded for:
Always listening respectfully and speaking kindly to her classmates
Having a great start to the year and reaching his goals every day!

STUDENT LEADERS 2022
From Left to Right: Adam C. Lexi T. Abbie C. Billie P. Boyd M. Mikaylah H. Meika Y. Sian H.
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TO ASSIST US IN MAINTAINING A COVID SAFE SCHOOL:
We ask that parents remain outside the brick and wooden quadrangles and Senior Building unless you have
made an appointment by calling the school office on 56721600.
When entering the brick quadrangle for an appointment, we ask that you please wear a mask check-in and
show proof of vaccination at the office.
Most matters can be handled over the phone. For example;

If you need to speak to your child’s teacher, call the office and we can organise the teacher to
contact you.

If your child is late, you can simply call the office and let us know that you are sending your child in to
the office to collect a late pass, we can mark them late for you.

If you need to collect your child early, come to the front gate, call the office and we can bring them
out to you.

If you need to pay for contributions or wish to buy a bag or hat for your child, we take credit card
payment over the phone and can then organise a hat to be given to your child.
If your matter can be handled over the phone this is preferable to avoid too much traffic through areas
where students are present. If you find you need to visit the office please be mindful that there are only 2
people allowed in the office at a time. If the office is busy simply wait outside in the foyer until you can
enter. At this current time a mask is required by anyone entering a building or internal area at the school or
when you cannot socially distance outside. If you enter the school you must use the QR Codes that are
placed around the school to register that you have attended at the school. If you do not have a phone you
can sign the QR code form at the office.
Thank you for your assistance and understanding.

COMPASS
The Compass Parent Portal is an integrated, online portal that allows you to access up-to-date information
about our school and your child’s progress. Compass includes many different features, including the ability
to:
– Monitor your child’s attendance, and enter an explanation for your child being absent or late.
– Update your family contact information
– View your child’s timetable and the school calendar
– Monitor your child’s homework and assessment tasks
– Download and view your child’s semester and progress reports
– Book Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences, when available.
- (Please note that at this point we do not have the finance module for payments via Compass.)
If you do not have a Compass login yet, need help with using Compass, simply contact the office and we
can assist you. If you already have compass you can familiarise yourself with how Compass can benefit
you by downloading the Parent Guide using the following link:
http://www.wordpress.wonthaggips.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/
AParentGuideToCompass_compressed.pdf.

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
If your child is unwell, the best place for them is at home resting. If your child is showing any
signs of covid a RAT or PCR test is recommended. If your child tests positive to covid or is a close
contact to someone with covid and has to isolate, please contact the office on 5672 1600.
Returning your child to school before they are completely well can set them back and cause
them to have more time off from school. That one extra day could really help. This also helps to prevent the
spread of Illness within the school community. To mark your child absent simply log on to compass, or call
the office. If you do not have compass, please contact the office for your unique login details.

STUDENT ABSENCES
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students
learn new things at school every day – missing school puts them behind. As a parent/guardian
you have a responsibility to advise the school if and when your child is away. This can be as simple
as logging onto ‘Compass’ to mark an absence note. If you do not have a compass login yet, please
contact the office to organise one. Alternatively you can send a note to the classroom teacher or call the
office to advise us of your child’s absence.
Please also remember to advise the office of any changes to your phone numbers or your
address.
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SCHOOL NURSING PROGRAM – 2021 FOUNDATION STUDENTS
Consent Forms were sent home to all Foundation
(Prep) Students recently. These forms need to be
returned to the school as soon as possible so that
you don’t miss out on this wonderful Program.
Those parents not wishing to give consent to the
program, please send the blank forms back
regardless, with your child’s name and grade on
the front envelope. This will save you receiving an
unnecessary follow up call from the nurse.

STUDENT ENROLMENT INFORMATION FORMS
At the beginning of the year, a copy of your child’s Student Enrolment Information was sent home for
updating. These forms are extremely important and need to be returned, with any changes made, as soon
as possible.
These forms give us updated information such as your child’s medical or personal needs. They also provide
contact details for parent/carers, doctors, medicare and emergency numbers in cases where we cannot
contact the main parents or carers.
At times, it does feel like there is so much paperwork to complete, but it is a requirement of the Department
of Education and Training that this information be updated on a regular basis.
If you have not sent back your child’s ‘Student Enrolment Information Forms’ yet, please do so as soon as
possible. If you need a new copy of these forms, simply contact the office and we will organise a new
copy to be sent home with your child.
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WEBSITE: http://childrensprograms.ymca.org.au/beforeafter-school-programs/wonthaggi-primary
Email: wonthaggiOSHC@ymca.org.au
Telephone: 0499 799 346
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LOST PROPERTY
To avoid your child’s clothing/items including drink bottles ending up in lost property, please clearly name
their property. We already have a lot of lost property gathering.

FOUND
We have had a semi precious ring handed in to the office. If your child has lost a ring, please contact us
on 5672 1600.

COMMUNITY NEWS

WONTHAGGI TABLE TENNIS
JUNIORS
Aged 9-16 years has commenced
on Thursday Nights from
6:00pm to 7:30pm

At the Centre, Wonthaggi Recreational Reserve
•
Coaching available
•
Bats supplied
•
Former and New Players
•
All Welcome!
Contact:
Secretary: P. Denier
2 Daryl Avenue, Wonthaggi 3995
Phone: 5672 3421 Mobile: 0407 502 441

