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Our School Core Values:

RESPECT

Email: wonthaggi.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website: www.wonthaggips.vic.edu.au
Find us on Facebook

SELF AWARENESS

Number 03

CREATIVE THINKING

GROWTH

22nd February 2021

From the Principal
After a very quick turnaround we are back to
onsite learning. A huge thank you to our whole
school community for your wonderful support
and understanding. Also, thank you to our
amazing staff who enacted a very quick plan to
offer remote and flexible take home learning
packs for all of our students by the end of the
day!
We are all hoping to have a much more settled routine between now and the end of the term. In the
meantime the following is the most current school based COVID safe update:


Parents and carers must wear a face mask when in indoor settings including schools, early childhood
education centers and places of study, unless an exception applies. It is recommended parents and
carers wear face masks outdoors where physical distancing cannot be maintained, for example at a
congested school drop off or pick up.



Visits to the school that exceed 15 minutes must be registered with the office. Please ensure that your
drop offs and end of day collections are quick, as we simply do not have the capacity to register parent catch ups in the playground.



We need to maintain a 2sqm space per person, this includes teachers and students. For this reason we
can only accommodate 1 extra adult in any classroom space at any given time. If you are waiting to
speak to a staff member, please remain outside of the classroom and wait for another parent to
depart the classroom.



To greater support the flow of students and families at the beginning and end of each day, we are
developing entry and exit protocols for each grade and cohort level. More details soon.



School staff do not need to wear masks when teaching or caring, but are welcome to wear a mask at
any time.



Personal hygiene is critical. Students have access to both soap and hand sanitiser and are supported
by regular hand washing routines throughout the day. We also have a cleaning regime during and at
the end of each day.



If your child is unwell in the morning, please keep them at home. One day of rest can make a big
difference to your child’s learning and also helps to keep other students and staff well. If a staff
member needs to have a COVID test, they are out of the school for 3+ days. While we can’t stop
everyone from getting sick, we would like to lessen the impact where we can. When teachers are absent, we call in relief teachers and there is no guarantee that we can access the same staff on consecutive days.



We are in the process of reinstalling some of our outdoor drinking taps. Students will still need to bring
along a refillable drink bottle daily.



We can accommodate limited visitors onsite daily. Please make an appointment via the office
72 1600) should you need to make an appointment.



Parent, Student, Teacher Conferences can go ahead as planned. Families meeting onsite on Tuesday
23rd February (Monday 22nd are phone conferences) do not need to sign in, your conference booking
will cover your time onsite.
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From the Principal—Continued
Our main goal is to keep our school open. By working together we can do our bit to keep our school and
wider community safe during these uncertain times. If you have any questions about the information above,
please feel free to speak with either myself or Tom.
Our Parent, Student, Teacher conferences kick off this afternoon with the booked phone conferences. Please
ensure that your child is with you on the phone so that they can be active in conversations about their
learning. Conferences continue on Tuesday with onsite bookings. If you haven’t made a booking please
contact the office where our wonderful admin team can assist you.
Some of our students headed to District Swimming on Friday, 19th Feb. Congratulations for
being selected to represent Wonthaggi Primary School. It has been wonderful to hear of
our students’ excellent sportsmanship and support for each other. Special congratulations
to Boyd M. who came 3rd in freestyle and moves onto Division Swimming. We wish Boyd all
the best for this event on Friday 26 th Feb.
Virtual Assemblies recommence this coming Friday (26th Feb), please keep your eyes
open for Facebook and Compass notifications. Our formal assemblies will be held at the
beginning and end of term. Given current COVID restrictions pertaining to space, parents
and families will be able to attend by invite only, as appropriate.
Last week, we had a Student Free Day planned for our staff to work through and unfortunately, due to the
lockdown, we were unable to meet together. We have rescheduled a tentative date for Wednesday 24th
March. We will let everyone know once we have been able to confirm the date so that there is plenty of time
to for you to organise care for your child/ren. A reminder that OSHClub offers a full day care program on
Student Free Days.

Warm regards,

Wendy Bradley
Principal

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
PREP STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND ON A WEDNESDAY FOR THE WHOLE OF TERM 1.
FEBRUARY

APRIL

MONDAY 22nd & TUESDAY 23rd

Parent, Student, Teacher Conferences.

THURSDAY 1st

LAST DAY OF TERM 1—2:30pm Dismissal.

TUESDAY 23rd

School Council Meeting @ 6:30pm.

MONDAY 19th

FIRST DAY OF TERM 2—Commencing at
8:50am.

SATURDAY 27th

TRIVIA NIGHT - Wonthaggi Primary School - Parents and Friends – Trivia Night. (See page 3.)

MARCH
MONDAY 8th

Labour Day Public Holiday.
TUESDAY 9th—FRIDAY 12th

Grade 5 Wilsons Promontory Camp.
TUESDAY 23rd

School Council AGM.

WEDNESDAY 21st

PREP STUDENTS COMMENCE ON WEDNESDAYS
FROM TODAY ONWARDS.

MAY

WEDNESDAY 5th

Grade 6 Urban Camp.
MONDAY10th

School Photos.

BREAKFAST CLUB EVERY FRIDAY IN THE SLC AT 8.15am.
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BUS TRAVELLERS—CHANGE OF PLANS? LET US KNOW
In this ever changing climate we understand that situations change and that programs such as swimming or
gymnastics may not be running, therefore your child may suddenly be needing to catch the bus or you may need to
pick them up from school instead of them taking the bus.
Please Remember that if your child won’t be catching the bus home on one of their regular days, or there is a sudden
change on a particular day, please contact the office on 5672 1600 no later than 3:00pm on that day. This will save
the bus co-ordinator and the office a great deal of time and stress calling parents to make sure we do not have a
missing child.
Thank You.

STUDENT ABSENCES
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education.
Students learn new things at school every day – missing school puts them behind. As
a parent/guardian you have a responsibility to advise the school if and when your
child is away. This can be as simple as logging onto ‘Compass’ to mark an absence note. If you
do not have a compass login yet, please contact the office to organise one. Alternatively you
can send a note to the classroom teacher or call the office to advise us of your child’s absence.
Please also remember to advise the office of any changes to your phone numbers or
your address.

IN SPORT

Water Safety Program
Our Water Safety Program is in full swing. Students are learning about




Decision making in and around water
Stroke development
Water Safety

The pool is salt chlorinated (the water doesn’t irritate the students skin or eyes) and is solar heated to
between 24 - 30 degrees. Perfect swimming conditions!
Please ensure student clothing is clearly labelled with your child’s name as we often have 200+ students
swimming in the pool each day making it easy for clothing to be misplaced.
The Water Safety program is part of our school curriculum as mandated by the Education Department. Our
school has a culture of ‘have a go’ and it’s so pleasing to see students getting out of their comfort zone
and learning new skills in an aquatic setting.

Wetsuits and flippers
Our school is always appreciative of any wetsuits or flippers that families are willing to donate to the school.
They are used in our pool swimming program, various beach days and in water activities on school camps
to further enhance our Water Safety Program.

District Swimming
On Friday 19th February, 24 WPS students participated in the District Swimming Carnival held at Cowes
Primary School. The students represented their school with distinction and should be proud of their efforts
and behaviour. They took great enjoyment in fine tuning their swimming skills in the lead up to the event.
The most important part of our Water Safety Program is ensuring that EVERY student in our school has the
necessary skills to be safe in and around the water. Of course we are always going to want to be faster and
more successful in swimming competitions but the aim of our swimming program is not solely based on
winning ribbons.
Poppy M was our Swimming Captain and showed great leadership and responsibility to her peers. Poppy
and Archie J competed in the Championship races and performed well.
Congratulations to Boyd M who has qualified for the next stage of competition - Division Swimming – to be
held at Korumburra 50m Pool this Friday 26th February.
Will Rankin
Sports Teacher
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FROM THE OFFICE
HATS—Our new stock of broad brimmed hats has arrived. If your child needs a new hat we have broad
brimmed and bucket has, all $10.00 each available at the office.
Due to the changing climate around Corona Virus please be mindful that there are only 2 people allowed in
the office at a time. If you find the office is busy simply wait outside in the foyer. Always bring a mask. At this
current time a mask is required by anyone entering a building at the school or when you cannot socially
distance.

IS YOUR CHILD FEELING UNWELL?
If your child is displaying ANY of the following symptoms we ask you to please keep
them at home and consult your doctor. Runny nose, stuffy nose, sore throat, headache, cough, shortness of breath, fever, chills or sweats, fatigue, muscle soreness, nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea or loss of sense of smell. If your child attends with any of
these symptoms we will call to ask you to have them collected. Please make sure you
mark an attendance note on Compass or alternatively call the school to advise the office.
Compass
If you do not have a Compass login yet, need help with using Compass or do not know what it is, simply
contact the office and we can assist.
Need to pay fees, buy a school bag or hat for your child? No Problem!! Contact the office to pay over the
phone with credit card or to transfer into the school account. The friendly office team are happy to help.
Organising things over the phone with the office ladies is much more convenient and safer.
For any assistance at all don’t hesitate to contact the ladies in the office who are happy to help in any way
they can.

MEDICATION AT SCHOOL
Sometimes your child may need to take medication at school, for example,
antibiotics, Ventolin, creams for rashes etc.
All medication, creams, lotions, sprays that your child may require to take at
school must come via the office. This medication will need to be accompanied
by a Medication Approval Form filled out and signed by you, the Parent/
Guardian.
This form can be downloaded and printed via the following link or found on our
school website
http://www.wordpress.wonthaggips.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/
Medication-Approval-Form-2021.pdf
or a copy can be obtained from the office.
All medications and other lotions and spray must be kept in our school sick bay.
Therefore you should also send a note to your teacher or place a note in your
child's student diary explaining that your child is on a new, existing or ongoing
medication. Then the teacher is aware they may have to send your child over
to the sick bay during the day to have this medication given or applied.
If you have any concerns or need further clarification, don’t hesitate to call the lovely ladies in the office.

HEALTHY EATING
Fruit break is a very important
part of the day, so please
send your child with fruit
and veg each and
every day.
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ROAD AND BIKE SAFETY
We would like to remind everyone of the Importance of Road Safety especially around
School Zones.
For the safety of our children please make sure that you obey speed limits and park within
designated parking areas.
Double parking when dropping off and picking up children is illegal and very dangerous not
only for your child but for others in the Community.
In the past we have seen people park across driveway and pathway entries to the
school and students have been seen getting out on the road side of the car. While this
may seem convenient, it is illegal and dangerous.
Please remind your child/ren of the importance of riding to and from school safely. We
have had several very close calls with students not following simple bike/scooter safety
rules. Please review bike and scooter safety regularly to ensure everyone arrives at
school and home safely. The following link has some good information
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/safety/outdoor-safety/bikes-scooters-skateboards

PARENTS AND FRIENDS

SAVE THE DATE!! WPS Trivia Night is back in 2021…
We’ve had a positive response to our upcoming trivia night with limited tables still available so now is the
time to book. With some great prizes up for grabs it’s looking to be a fantastic night!!
Saturday February 27th at The Clubhouse. Tickets are $25 per person with supper provided.
At this stage we are taking bookings for tables of eight but this may be modified as restrictions ease further.
So grab your favourite (and smartest!!) friends and plan a fantastic night out to support Wonthaggi Primary
School.
Contact Jane 0412 610 315 to book a seat!
Please note we have not drawn our 2020 Trivia Night Raffle as the night didn't go ahead but we will roll it
over to our 2021 Trivia Night. The raffle will be drawn on the night. See fliers below for more information.
Cheers,
Parents & Friends Team
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FROM THE CANTEEN
This year we have moved to a
new app for online canteen
orders. The feedback so far is all
positive with people saying how
user friendly it is.
Orders close for online orders at
8.30am on that day.
A new Canteen Price List has
gone out to families and has also
been included below. Please
note that food is now coded into;
(E) - Everyday food and
(O) - Occasional food
Thank you
Liza Sweet
Canteen Manager
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COMMUNITY NEWS

CALL 1300 395 735

wonthaggi @oshclub.com.au

